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GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EM ENT  

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N  
ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

July 24, 2013 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

SPIRIT 
SonWest Round-up Vacation Bible School 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 

Hebrews 13:8 

We had a Rootin Tootin time at SonWest Round-up the week of  
July 15 — 19.  God was so faithful and blessed us with His joy 
and peace. Our church was transformed to a Western town 
complete with an exceptional replica of  a train, “Wanted” posters 

of  the staff, and a  candy-f illed gold mine. We welcomed 185 children and an astounding 87 
of  them were visitors to our church. 

At SonWest Roundup we learned about God’s 
Ultimate Plan, Ultimate Power, Ultimate Rescue, 
Ultimate Trust, and Ultimate Love through the 
stories of  Moses and how it relates to Jesus. 
Just as God chose Moses to rescue the 
Israelites f rom slavery, God loved us so much 
He sent His son Jesus to rescue us f rom sin and 
death. 
We 
had 18 

children who received Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior. We learned, being God’s child also means 
to follow Jesus and to love others as He has loved 
us. And that’s Ultimate Love. 

There were 160 volunteers and 50 were youth. 
There were wonderful intergenerational 
relationships made with the adults and youth 
serving together. I was informed by an adult volunteer that the middle school youths in the 
snack area were very hard workers so the only course of action was to deputize them with 
silver star badges. 

I am so grateful to all the volunteers. They were 
the ones who made the children smile, have fun, 
and shared God’s love with them. Many people 
stepped out of their comfort zone and were 
willing to be used by God as teachers, assistants 
and leaders in different areas. We had people 
working on murals and decorations months 
before Vacation Bible School started. 

Our mission’s project this year was collecting 
needed school supplies for the Christian School 
in San Telmo, Mexico. The VBS children did a 
great job. They donated 310 composition books, 
354 pencils, 570 pens, and $245.78 

I want to thank my fabulous core team for their limitless hours of dedication in making this a 
wonderful experience for the children. I would like to thank the congregation for all your 
prayers, f inancial and material donations which truly assisted in sharing God’s love with the 
children.   

God bless you! 
Susan Wakuta 

Our VBS photographers were: Silvio Carrara, Russell Nagata, Joshua Matsuda, and Mike Yogi 
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JULY BOARD REPORT BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

It ’s  h ard  to  believe we have 
already s tar ted th e second  half of 
2013.  Much has already 
happened  since January and we 
should  look  forward expectantly  to  

what God  has in s tore for  us  th e remainder of th e year . 

Fina ncial  re port s are good 

Even though  we are well in to th e summer season, your  
Board o f Deacons con tin ues to  meet and  oversee the 
impo rtan t wo rk  of th e church.  As  we reviewed the fin ancial  
statemen ts for  th e mon th  of May, we were again  hear tened 
to see the church  is doing  well. To tal revenue for  May was 
$119,672 while to tal expenditures amounted  to $101,833, 
yielding a net gain  of $17,839 for th e month. Year–to-date 
revenues were $572,270, while expendi tures  were $87,859 
so we are ahead $84,411 for  th e year . 

Pasto r Steve no ted, our  expenditures  are lower th an usual, 
in part, because the Associate Pastor and  Early Education 
Director  posi tions are no t curren tly filled . Never theless , even 
if th ey were, we would s till see a significan t surplus . Al so, 
we con tin ue to see an  uptick in  giving from the Nichigo 
congregation  which  has  helped revenue this  year . 

Preliminary  fig ures for  th e mon th o f June were al so qui te 
positive as well , especially in  comparison  to  2012. We do 
have to take in to accoun t, however, th at th ere was one 
additional  week in June this year . 

Ne he mia h gi vin g 

Nehemiah giving  fo r June amounted  to  $30,136, which  fell 

Special Business Meeting on Sunday, August 11 at 12:15 p.m. 
I would f irst like to thank the GVBC family for your support in the ref inance of the Nehemiah project. I believe our 
Lord is guiding us in the right direction with the opportunity that has been presented. As previously discussed, there 
could be adjustments to the original proposal as conditions may change. Well, something has come up and we 
have an opportunity to use the ref inance to improve our f inancial position in another area. 

Union Bank performed an initial review of  our f inancial information and offered a suggestion that we believe is an 
option we should utilize. The bank noticed GVBC has two additional mortgages secured by the rental properties 
located at 1648 W. 158th St. and 15817 La Salle Ave. The two mortgages have a combined outstanding balance of 
approximately $462,677. The interest rate of the current notes is 7% but more importantly each property has a 
balloon payment due January 2014. At that time, GVBC will need to either ref inance the loans or have them paid in 
full. 

The Board and Finance Committee considered options such as: 1) Ref inancing the properties separately, 2) Paying 
off  the rentals by increasing the new loan, 3) Wait until January 2014 to make a decision. It was decided Option #2 
and increasing the amount of  the f ixed rate loan to pay off the rentals is best. There are a number of advantages to 
doing this. We would most likely receive a better interest rate than ref inancing the rentals with new mortgages and 
the church's monthly expenses would be reduced with the lower combined payments and there will no longer be 
balloon payments to deal with in the future. 

The next Special Business Meeting is scheduled af ter second service on August 11 and we would appreciate your 
attendance in making the amendment. Thank you. 

In Service of  our Lord and King, 

Wes Harada 
Treasurer 

short of th e $36,310 budgeted for  th e mon th . However , it 
was a significan t improvemen t over th e amoun t received in  
May. There contin ues to be a trend  toward lower giving  fo r 
Nehemiah which might be due to  some people revising th eir 
pledges because o f retirement. There was some di scussion 
about having ano ther mini-campaign soon to encourage 
newer attendees at GVBC, who  were not around  during  th e 
earli er  campaign, to  consider giving  to  Nehemiah . 

V BS missio ns fu ndraiser 

Your Board  approved  a request from Vacation  Bible School  
to hold  a Missions  Project Fundraiser . This  projec t 
encouraged our church  to  show love and concern  fo r 
children  at a Chris tian  school in Mexico by  sharing needed  
school supplies wi th th em. Specifi cally, VBS coll ected  
donations o f composition  books  and  pens during VBS week 
(between  July  15 to 19) to be sen t to th e children o f 
Cri sti ana El Porvenir  Clave Elementary School  in San  
Telmo , Baja, Mexico. The con tac t p erson  was Teresa 
Matsushima, our new Member-at-Large. 

Rol lover loa n s from U nio n Ba nk 

Your Board  also discussed a proposal  from Union Bank to  
rollover lo ans GVBC curren tly has on  the La Sall e Street 
properti es  into  th e new lo an refin ancing  arrangement 
appro ved by th e congregation at a recen t Special Business 
Meeting  (held on  Sunday, June 2) . Your Board  referred th e 
proposal to th e church  Finance Commi ttee for fur th er 
evaluation before deciding whether  or  not to  recommend 
the proposal to th e congregation for a vo te. 

Un til n ex t month  . . . 
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FAMILY NEWS 
Baby announcement 
�  Congratulations to new parents Matt & Lauren Butt who gave birth to a 

baby girl, Makenzie Kiyomi who was born Sunday July 7 at Torrance 
Memorial. Little Makenzie weighed 7 lbs. 5 oz. and she was19.5 in. long. 
Proud grandparents are Barry & Jodell Kadowaki and Laurence & Vivianne 
Butt. 

� Hi Pastor Steve, Thank you again for coming to visit us!  We were so tired 

and didn't want to see any visitors, but when I saw it was you it brought a lot of peace and comfort to my heart 
and Lauren also would love to see you. Just that brief  time talking and praying with you meant a lot and really 
helped us get our bearings back a little. Matt & Lauren Butt 

Our prayers and condolences go out to 
� Betty Jamora in the passing of her brother, Jerry Schwartz, who passed away on Wednesday July 17. 
Letters from our church family 
� Dear Church Family, On behalf  of George Nakayama (our father), we would like to extend a belated thank you 

for the love and encouragement you have shown him during his medical adventures the past couple of years. 
We are happy to report that he was discharged f rom Drif twood Nursing Facility this week and is now resting at 
home. We hope to bring him to services at GVBC soon. Throughout this time, members of  our pastoral staff  and 
many of  you have visited him, a team f rom our church family built a wheelchair ramp for him, and many have 
sent cards and brought f lowers, food, and gifts. Thank you!  Love, Rick, Stephanie, and Matthew Nakayama, 
Martin, Susan, Timothy, and Andrew Siaw 

� A special note of thanks to our wonderful GVBC staff and our loving and caring congregation for all of  your 

prayers, get-well cards, phone calls, visits, and incredible meals and desserts. It was a bit overwhelming, but 
def initely uplif ting!  Thank you, Pastor Annette, for coming to the hospital to pray for me and my family prior to 
my bypass surgery and feeling surrounded by His loving presence. Also, thank you GVBC for the beautiful f loral 
arrangement which cheered me upon my arrival at home. Hope to see all of you in the near future to thank you 
personally for all your encouragement and prayers during this unexpected phase in my life. I pray our Mighty 
God will continue to bless each and every one of  you each and every day!  In His Love, Edith & Ed Kunishige, 
Lisa Johnson 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

GVBC Japan Mission Team 

There is two weeks to go before the team f rom GVBC goes to Japan to work with the church at Rifu. If  you would 
like to see some of the places they will be visiting, go to Stan Terasaki's blog where he recently posted some of  
Pastor Steve's photos f rom their visit last October. You can f ind that at: http://stanterasaki.wordpress.com/. 

Jim & Leta Van Meter, Paraclete Mission Group 
    Happy anniversary to Jim and Leta!  They recently celebrated 46 years of  marriage and 
are each other's best f riend and ministry partner. 
    The Van Meters participated alongside OCI in their Personnel Enrichment Program, 
which took place f rom July 2-12. Missionaries f rom all around the world gathered for 
debrief ing, ref reshment, and retooling. Jim and Leta sought the Lord's wisdom and grace, 
as missionaries ref lected about their joys and personal heartaches to them. 
    The Black Forest f ire ravaged the area near where the Van Meters live (It is only five miles away). Please pray 
for their and others' safety, as well as those who lost their homes to the f ire. 
    "Dear GVBC Family, As I write this in an early morning hour, I am moved to ponder if  you know how much we 
appreciate you and your partnership?!  Love Leta and for Jim too." 
 

Fred & Jane Tanaka, Child Evangelism Fellowship of Japan 
    "Thank you for your part in the ministry here in Japan. We appreciate your prayers and 
support in other ways too. May the Lord continue to meet your needs and may you have joy in 
serving Him, too!" write the Tanakas. 
    In September, the AP Conference will be held. In late June, Jane sent out a summary of  
Japan's ministry involving CEF (Child Evangelism Fellowship) to this upcoming conference. 
Fred and Jane would like prayer as to whether they are to attend the conference or not, since 
there is a possibility of others going. 
    In July, the Tanakas were actively involved in leading a Good News Club. On July 30-31, a 

Good News Day Camp is scheduled. Fred will give the Bible lesson, while Jane will teach the memory verse. 
Please pray for many children to attend, because schools are extending their teaching time into the f irst part of the 
summer holidays so this has impacted the enrollment for the camp. 
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GVBC PRE-CENTENNIAL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Register NOW 

Amateur golfers ONLY please! 

Monday, August 12 

Rio Hondo Golf Club, 10627 Old River School Road, 
Downey, CA. 90241 (562)927-2329. 

Check in begins 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. shotgun start 

Fee: $150. 

 

Our annual golf tournament is the kick-off event for our 
GVBC 100th Anniversary Celebration. All proceeds go to care for the people in the South 
Bay via GVBC’s food ministry at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Gardena, Gardena Human Services, Center for 
the Pacific Asian Family (CPAF) — a domestic violence 
intervention organization, and the City of Gardena’s 
Senior Day Care Center. Opportunities to play golf, 
donate raffle prizes, be a Tee sponsor, volunteer to help. 

Fee includes: registration, 
shared golf cart, putting 
contest, hole-in-one on Par 
3s, Tee gift, range balls, 
raffle tickets, lunch & 
tournament banquet dinner. Player registration contacts: 
Teresa & Bill Louie via the office or email at 
tlouie17@gmail.com. 

Tee Sponsors: You don’t play golf?  You can still 
participate by becoming a Tee sponsor with a donation of 

$100 per tee sign which will be placed on the golf course and at the clubhouse during 
the tournament banquet. 

Raffle gifts / donations: We need raffle prizes. Donation suggestions are: 
golf equipment, accessories, apparel, lessons; gift certificates to local 
restaurants and businesses; tickets to sporting events (such as, Lakers, 
Clippers, Dodgers, USC, UCLA, etc.); merchandise, small appliances, gift 

baskets, etc. 

Volunteers also needed to help out during the 
tournament with registration and other duties. 
Volunteer sign up contacts: Richard Imatomi 
rimatomil@sbcglobal.net ; Frank Nakamura 
akira777@sbcglobal.net. 

Brochures for registration and Tee Sponsors are on the 
Narthex information counter or online or check with the office. 
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GREENHOUSE SUMMER FUN 
INCOMING 6TH GRADE TO GRADUATED 8TH GRADE 

TUESDAY, July 30 TUESDAY, July 30 TUESDAY, July 30 TUESDAY, July 30 ————    Jamie’s Gym NightJamie’s Gym NightJamie’s Gym NightJamie’s Gym Night     

6:00 — 8:00 p.m. 
GVBC Community Hall 
Refreshments provided 
Cost: FREE 
 
 
Open to students entering 6th grade through graduated 8th graders. 
 
Questions?  Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 684 or email at: layne@gvbc.net. 

 

 

Rooms 250/251 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also contact 

event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
� Basic Christianity Class 

*Sundays through October 20, 8:45 a.m., room 113. 
*Starts Sunday, Nov. 3 for 30 weeks at 10:45 a.m., 
upstairs in room 218. 
Both classes taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. No 
sign up need. For information contact the office. 

� GriefShare 
Sundays until August 25, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
in Room 218. GriefShare is a special weekly 
seminar and support group for people who are 
grieving the death of  someone close to them. Each 
session includes a video seminar and group 
discussion. The videos feature top experts on grief  
recovery. You will learn valuable information which 
will help you through this diff icult time in your life. It 
is a place where you can be around people who 
understand how you feel and the pain of your loss. 
The purchase of  a GriefShare workbook is optional 
($15). You are welcome to begin attending at any 
session; each session is self -contained so you do 
not have to attend in sequence. You will f ind 
encouragement and help whenever you begin. To 
register, please contact the church office or fill out a 
GriefShare f lyer located in the Narthex and place it 
in the box on the counter. Facilitators are: Terri 
Yoshimura and Diane Shinmoto. 

AUGUST 
� Youth Summer Camp: middle school & high school, 

at Alpine Conference Center, Sunday, August 4 — 
Friday, August 9, fee is $280. Registration forms 
available on our website or see any youth leader or in 
the office. Contact Pastor Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681, 
email Daniel@gvbc.net. 

� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Services 

Saturday, August 10, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every 
second Saturday of  the month. Speaker is Rev. Sho 
Ichikawa. Refreshments served in Room 201 af ter 
the service. Everyone welcome. Contact Pastor 
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Beachcombers Friendship Night Monday, August 
19, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., Community Hall (set up Sunday 
afternoon, August 18). 

� Elementary & Middle School Farewells Friday,    
August 23 (5th graders move up to Middle School 
and 8th graders move up to Senior High School). 

� Promotion Sunday August 25 (everybody except 

high school seniors). 
� Classes offered at GVBC 

Sunday, August 25, 12:30 p.m. 
• Class 101 – Membership and Baptism. For high 

school age and up. For those seeking information 
about GVBC and who would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. 

• Class 201 (Prerequisite 101 Class) — Discovering 
Spiritual Maturity. Designed to help you develop 
spiritual maturity. 

• Class 301 Part 1 & 2 (Part 2 continues Sunday, 

September 1) — Discovering Ministry. Learn about 
your unique spiritual gif ts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual 
gif ts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience) and 
take the next step in the ministry exploration process.  

• Class 401 – Redef ining My Life’s Mission. Teaches 
you how to redef ine your life’s mission and how you 
can live as a witness to Christ. 
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register 
by checking off  the appropriate box on the back of  
your Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 
or e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the 
subject line]. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• Perspectives on the World Christian Movement 
Monday, Sept. 16, 2013 to January 13, 2014, 6:30 — 
9:30 p.m., Rooms 218 & 220, 16 sessions. This is a 
dynamic course where you can discover what God is 
doing around the world and consider you part in His 
purposes. For more info and to register online visit 
www.perspetives.org. Contact Tommy Park 
thomas.y.park@gmail.com. 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Women’s Breakfast 
 

Please join us for a relaxing 
morning, delicious breakfast, 
message, fellowship and craf t. 

 

All women, college-age and up, 
are invited. 

 

Saturday, August 10, 2013 
8:30 – 11:00 a.m.  

GVBC Community Hall  
 

Devotion Presented By: 
Stephanie Hernandez  
“Amazing Grace” 

 

Cost:  $5.00 per person 
 

Visit our table in the courtyard or 
mail form with payment to GVBC 
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S
p
iri
t Issue 15 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, August 7. 

Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community 
Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, August 4. 

The Spirit is copyrighted © 2013 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 
Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 

9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. 
Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Online Giving Services Available 
Online services are available through our 
website at www.gvbc.net, “Give.” 

N
O
T
E
 
Did you know our sermons are online where you can listen to them?  If you 
miss one, go to www.gvbc.net then click on “Sundays.” A big graphic will pop 
up. Just click on graphic. Then, you can browse the list of sermons for the entire 
year. There is also an archive list, too. The most recent sermon is usually 
uploaded by the following week. 

We are still looking for any “old time” photos of GVBC for our 
100th Anniversary. Also, if  you were married at GVBC, we’d 
like to have a copy of your wedding photo. You can bring 
these pictures by the church, we’ll scan them, then return 
them to you. Or, you can email copies to us at: 
gvbc@gvbc.net [Subject: 100th Photo]. 

On Sundays, please note the La Salle parking lot 
(west side of  the church by the Community Hall) 
is for DISABLED (must have a DMV placard) or 
80+ only.  Thank you for your understanding. 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 
 

Sunday, July 28 
Pastor Steve Langley with Pastor George Villa 

 
Sunday, August 4/Communion 

Pastor Chris Koga 
 

Sunday, August 11 
Missionary Pastor Ken Kudo 

Overseas Crusade, Sao Paulo, Brazil  
 

Sunday, August 18 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Youth Sunday 

 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

Worship 

Schedule 


